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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following Diſſertation the 
learned and judicious author printed 
as an Appendix to the Third Volume 
of his Family Expoſitor, on the Acts 
of the Apoſtles. It is now ſeparately 
publiſhed with a view to.its more ex- 
tenſive uſefulneſs, and is intended par- 
ticularly to obviate the objections 
which have of late been very plau- 
ſibly urged againſt the Inſpiration of 
the New Teſtament, which the Editor 


IS 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


is of opinion it does, in ſo effectual a 
manner, as to ſuperſede a particular 
reply to ſome late publications in fa- 
your of modern Socinianiſm : a ſyſtem 
which he cannot conſider as eſtabliſhed 
till this work be fully and clearly an- 
ſwered. Rs ; 
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Nor HIN G can be more evident, than 
that a firm and cordial belief of the 1NSPIRA- 
TION of the ſacred ſcripture is of the higheſt 
moment; not only to the edification and 
peace of the church, but in a great meaſure 
to its very exiſtence, For if this be given 
up, the authority of the revelation is ener- 
| vated, and its uſe deſtroyed : the ſtar which 
is to direct out courſe, is clouded ; our com- 

B - paſs 


paſs is n to pieces; and we are left to 


2 ſervice acceptable to God, and my chriſtian 


It is with great pleaſure that J reflect on the 
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make the voyage of life in ſad uncertainty, 
amidſt a thouſand rocks, and ſhelves, and 


quickſands. I hope, therefore, I may perform 


brethren, while I endeavour, as plainly and as 
briefly as I can, to place ſome leading proofs 
of it in a convincing view. 

In my Sernions on the Evidences of the Goſpel, 
long ſince publiſhed, I endeavoured to demon- 
ſtrate the ruth of that hiſtory ; and every year 
convinces me more and more, of the unan- 
ſwerable force of the evidence there diſplayed, 


divine bleſſing, which hath ſeemed to' attend 
thoſe diſcourſes; and it is a great encourage- 
ment to me to hope, that what I am now to 
offer may be a means of eſtabliſhing ſome of 
my readers, in that regard to the ſacred ora- 
cles, which will be their beſt preſervative 
againſt the errors, and the vices, of that li- 
centious age in which providence hath caſt 
our lot; whereby our fidelity and our zeal are 
brought to a trial, which few ages but thoſe of 
martyrdom could have afforded. = | 


It 
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It will be my buſineſs, —firſt, to ſtate the 
nature of inſpiration in general, and of that 
kind of it, which (as I apprehend) we are to 
aſcribe to the New Teſtament : — I ſhall then 
prove, that it was undoubtedly written by ſuch 
inſpiration : —and after this, I ſhall briefly 
hint at the influence, which this important 
truth ought always to have upon our temper 
and conduct; by enforcing which, I appre- 
hend, I ſhall take the beſt method to promote 
: a growing perſuaſion of the truth I am labour- 
ing to eſtabliſh. 

1 Iwill only premiſe, that I do not intend 
% this, as a full diſcuſſion of the ſubject; but 


only, as ſuch a compendious view of the 
W chief proofs, as may, from the eaſieſt and 


plaineſt principles, give rational ſatisfaction 
to the minds of common chriſtians ; who 
have not leiſure, nor perhaps ability, to enter 


into all the niceties of W and ſcho- 
laſtical controverſy. | 


I. I ſhall ſtate the nature of inſpiration, 

and of that kind of it, which we are to 

aſcribe to the New Teſtament. | 
B23 7:7 In 
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In this I ſhall be the more particular, as 1 
apprehend, the want of a ſufficient accuracy 
here has occaſioned ſome confuſion in the rea- 
ſoning of ſeveral worthy perſons, who have 
treated this important ſubject more largely, 
than I muſt here allow myſelf to do. I ſhall 


not however criticiſe on their account of the 


matter, but plainly lay down what ſeems to 
me intelligible, right, and ſafe, 

By inſpiration in general, I would be un- 
derſtood to mean, Any ſupernatural influ- 
s ence of God upon the mind of a rational 
creature, whereby it is formed to any de- 


% gree of intellectual improvement, beyond 


« what it would, at that time, and in thoſe 
« circumſtances, have attained in a natural 
„way, that is, by the uſual exerciſe of its 
« faculties, unaſſiſted by any ſpecial divine 
« interpoſition.” Thus, if a man were in- 
ſtantaneouſly enabled to ſpeak a language 
which he had never learned, how poſlible ſoe- 
yer it might have been for him to have ob- 
tained an equal readineſs in it by degrees, I 


believe few would ſcruple to ſay, that he owed 
his acquaintance with it to a divine inſpira- 


5 tion. 
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tion. Or if he gave a true and exact account 
of what was doing at a diſtance, and publiſhed 
2 particular relation of what he neither ſaw 
nor heard, as ſome of the prophets did; all 
the world would own; (if the affair were too 
complex, and the account too circumſtantial, 
to be the reſult of a lucky gueſs,) that he muſt 
be inſpired with the knowledge of it ; though 
another account equally exact, given by a per- 
ſon on the ſpot, would be aſeribed to no in? 
ſpiration at all. y 

But of this ſupernatural . influence on the 
minds of men, forming them to ſuch extra- 
ordinary intellectual improvements and abi- 
lities, there are various forts and degrees; 
which it will be of importance for us aecu- 
rately to diſtinguiſh from each other. 18 

If a perſon be diſcourfing either in word 
or writing, and God do miraculouſly watch 
over his mind, and, however fecretly, direct 


it in fuch a manner, as to keep him more ſe- 


cure from error in What he ſpeaks or writes, 
than he could have been merely by the na- 
tural exerciſe of his faculties, I ſhould ſay, 
he was inſpired; even though there ſhould be 
B 3 | no 
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no extraordinary marks of high genius in the 
work ; or even though another perſon, with 
a ſtronger memory, or relating a fact more 
immediately after it happened, might natu- 
rally have recounted it with equal exactneſs. 
Yet ſtill, if there was in this eaſe any thing 
miraculous, we muſt, on the principles above, 
allow an mfpiration ; and I would calf this, 
to diſtinguiſh it from other and higher de- 
grees, an inſpiration of Superintendency. 

If this influence ſhould act in ſuch a de- 
gree, as abſolutely to exclude all mixture of 
error in a declaration of doctrines or facts ſo 
ſuperintended, we might then call it a plenary 
ſuperintending inſpiration ; or, as 1 would 
chuſe for popular uſe to expreſs myſelf in this 
diſcourſe, a full inſpiration. 

Now it will from hence follow, (and I &c- 
fire that it may be ſerrouſly attended to,) That 
a book, the contents of which are entirely 
true, may be ſaid to be written by a full in- 
ſpiration, even though it contain many things 
which the author might have known and re- 
corded merely by the uſe of his natural facul- 
ties, if there be others which he did not ſo 


well 
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well know, or could not without miraculous 
aſſiſtance have ſo exactly recollected; or if, 
on the whole, a freedom from all error would 
not in fact have been found, unleſs God had 
thus ſuperintended or watched over his mind 
and pen. And in regard to ſuch a produc- 
tion, it would be altogether impertinent and 
inſignificant to enquire, how far did natural 
memory or natural reaſon operate, and in 
what particular facts or doctrines did ſuper- 
natural agency prevail. It is enough, if I 
know, that what the author ſays or writes is 
true, though I know not particularly how he 
came by this or that truth: for my obliga- 
tion to receive it arifes from its being known 
truth, and not merely from its being made 
known this or that way. And ſhould God 
miraculouſly affure me, that any particular 
writing contained nothing but the truth ; and 
ſhould He at the ſame time tell me, it had 
been drawn up without any miraculous aſſiſt- 
ance at all, though I could not then call it 
inſpired, I ſhould be as much obliged to re- 
ecive and ſubmit to it on its being thus at- 


B 4 teſted 
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teſted by God, as if every ſingle word had 
been immediately diftated by Him. 

It will farther follow from what is faid 
above, That a book may be written by ſuch 
full inſpiration as I have deſcribed, though, 
the author being left to the choice of his qwn 
words, phraſes, and manner *, there may be 
ſome imperfeQtion in the ſtyle and method, 
provided the whole contents of it are true; if 
the ſubjeA be ſo important, as to make it 
confiſtent with the divine wiſdom miracu- 
louſly to interpoſe, to preſerve an entire ere- 
dibility as to the exact truth of facts recorded, 
and doctrines delivered as divine. If indeed 


God were reprefented, as declaring ſuch a 
book to be intended by Him as an exact 


iiandard for logick, oratory, or poetry, every 


apparent defect in either would be au internal 


obje &ion againſt it. But if it be repreſented 
only as intended to teach us Truth, in order 


* It is very evident, that the learned Maimonides 
mought this to be the caſe with regard to the propheis; 
though I think it leaſt of all to be apprehended in ſuch 
oracles. See Maimon, Aor, Nev. Lib. it. cap. 29. 
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to its having a proper influence on ,our tem- 
per and actions, ſuch. defefts would no more. 
warrant or excuſe our rejecting its authority, 
than the want of a ready utterance or a mu- 
ſical voice would excuſe our diſregard; to a 
perſon, who ſhould bring us competent ,&vi+, 
dence of his being a meſſenger from God to us. 
I have been more particular in ſtating this 
kind of inſpiration, becauſe it is that Which 
I ſhall endeavour to aſſert to the ſacred books 
of the New Teſtament, and this without any 
exception or limitation, as they. came out! of 
the hands of the apoſtles ; though I allow it, 
is poſſible, they may, in this or that parti- 
cular copy, and in ſome minuter inſtances 
which now perhaps afte& all our remaining 
copies, have ſuffered ſomething by the injuries 
of time, or the negligence of tranfcribers, as 
well as printers: which, that they have in 
ſome particulars ſuffered, is as notorious a. 
fact, as that there is a written or printed copy 
of them in the world; yet it is at the ſame. 
time a fact, which no man of common ſenſe 
or honeſty can ſeriouſly urge againſt their au- 
thority. St | 


Though 
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Though it be the main point in my view, 
to prove that the New "Teſtament is written 
under that kind of inſpiration which I have 
been explaining, I muſt nevertheleſs beg 
leave to mention two other kinds, of which 
divines often ſpeak, and which do alſo in a 
confiderable degree belong to many parts of 
ſcripture, though I think it neither expedient, 
material, nor ſafe to aſſert that they run 
through the whole of it : I mean, an infpira- 
tion of Elevation, and of Suggeſtion. 

The former, (as its name plainly intimates, 
prevails, where the faculties, though they act 
in a regular, and, as it feems, a common man- 
net, are neverthelefs elevated, or rajfed to 
ſome extraordinary degree, ſo that the per- 
formance is more truly ſublime, noble, and 


pathetic, than what would have been pro- 


chiced merely by the force of a man's natural 
genius. As for the particular degree of the 
divine agency, Where there 1s indeed ſome- 
. thing of this inſpiration, perhaps neither the 
perſon that is under it, nor any other crea- 
ture, may be able confidently to pronounce 
concerning it. Perhaps, nothing leſs pene- 
trating 
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trating than the eye of God himſelf, may be 
able univerfally to diſtinguiſh that narrow | 
line, which divides what is natural from what 
is ſupernatural, in all the productions and 
powers of imagination, reaſoning, and lan- 
guage, or in the effects and powers of me- 
mory under the former head. It is a eurioſity, 
in the minute particulars of which we are not 
at all concerned; as ĩt is the ſame God, Which, 
whether naturally or miraculouſty, worketh all 
and in all, (1 Cor. xii. 9.) Put if any excel-- 
lency in the performance itfelf can ſpeak it 
to be more than human, productions of this 
fort are to be found in ſcripture : and the 
rank and education of ſome of the ſacred 
penmen render the hand of God pecutarly 
conſpicuous in the ſublimity and luſtre of 
their writings. What the gifts of the Spirit 
may in every age of the church have done, 
by operations of this kind, we know not. 
And I think, it would be preſymptuous ah- 
folutely to deny, that God might act in ſome - 
extraordinary degree on ſome of the heathen 
writers, to produce thoſe glorious works of 
antiquity, which have been, under the direc- 


tion 
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tion of his providence, fo efficacious on the 
one hand to tranſmit the evidences of divine 
revelation, and on the other to illuſtrate the 
neceflity of it: in conſequence of which 1 
i cannot forbear laying by the way, that I think 
| i they who are intimately acquainted with 
il them, are of all men upon earth the moſt in- 
| excuſable in rejecting chriſtianity. But our 
inability to mark out the exact boundaries 
between nature and an extraordinary divine 
agency, 1s not much to be regretted ; ſince it 
does not appear to be the deſign of provi- 
dence, by ſuch elevations of ſentiment, ſtyle, 
1 and manner, by any means to bear teſtimony 
| to the perſon adorned with them, as ,z meſ- 
ſenger ſent to ſpeak in his name; which may 
as efeQually be done in the plaineſt and ſim- 
pleſt forms of expreſſion, without any thing 
which looks like the heightenings of art, or 
the ſparklings of an extraordinary genius. 

The other, which divines have called im- 
mediate Suggeſtion, is the higheſt and moſt 
extraordinary kind of inſpiration ; and takes 
place, when the uſe of our faculties is ſuper- 
ſeded, and God does as it were ſpeak directly 
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to the mind ; making ſuch diſcoveries to it, 
as it could not otherwiſe have obtained, and 


W ation g the very words in which theſe diſco- 


veries are to be communicated to others; ſo 
that a perſon, in what he writes from hence, 
is no other than firſt the auditor, and then 
(if I may be allowed the ex preſſion, ) the ſe- 
eretary of God: as John was of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, when he wrote from his ſacred 
lips the ſeven epiſtles to the Aſiatic churches, 
And it is, no doubt, to an inſpiration of this 
kind that the book of the Revelation owes its 


original. 


It is evident from the definitions above, 
that there may be a full ſuperintendency, 
where neither of the latter kinds of inſpira- 
tion (of elevation, or ſuggeſtion, ) take place; 
but I think, we muſt neceſſarily allow, that 
an inſpiration of ſuggeſtion, ſo far as it goes, 
muſt alſo imply a full ſuperintendency. in re- 
cording the hiſtory of what has been ſeen or 


| heard, in any prophetic viſion, when it is 


neceſſary to make a report of it. For as it 
would, on the one hand, be impious to ima- 
gine, that the bleſſed God would dictate a 

falſehood 
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fal ſehood to any of his creatures; ſo neithet 
can we ſuppoſe it conſiſtent with the divine 
wiſdom, to ſuffer the prophet, through in- 
firmity, to err in delivering a meſſage, with 
which He had expreſsly charged him ; and 
| which would be given in vain, fo far as there 
i was a failure in the exact delivery of it. 

| Beſides the laſt bock of the New Teſta- 
| ment, I mean, the Revelation, which I have 
. © alrcady mentioned in this view, it ſeems evi- 
| dent to me, that ſome other parts of it were 
0 given by ſuch a ſuggeſtion ; ſecing there are 
. ſo many predictions interſperſed, and ſo many 
| myſteries revealed, which lay intirely beyond 
the ken of any human, or perhaps Angelic 
mind. But that this is applicable to all the 
hiſtory of it, or to all things contained in its 
epiſtolary parts, I chuſe not to aſſert. For 
as it cannot be neceſfary to its entire credibi- 
ity, (which nothing can more effectually ſe- 
cure than a full ſuperintendency,) it would 
ſubject us to many difficulties, which have 
been ſo forcibly urged by others, that it is not 
9 | neceſſary for me here to repeat them. But 
| i am well aſſured, that the apparent inſuf- 
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ficiency of the. anſwers which have been re- 
turned to theſe objections, by ſome very ſin- 
cere, but I think in this inſtance, leſs judi- 
cious defenders of ſcripture, has led ſome peo- 
ple to conclude, that the ſcripture was not 
inſpired at all; as if it had been on both ſides 
agreed, that an univerſal ſuggeſtion was the 
only kind of inſpiration worth contenging 
about. The conſequence, of this hath been, 
that ſuch as are diſſatisfied with the arguments 
which theſe defenders of the divine authority 
of the ſcripture inſiſt upon, read the ſcrip- 
tures, (if they read them at all,) not to learn 
their authentic diQates, but to try the ſenti- 
ments contained in them by the touch-ſtone . 
of their own reaſon, and to ſeparate; what 
that ſhall allow to be right, from what it pre- 
ſumptuouſly concludes to be wrong. And 
this boaſted ſtandard has been ſo. very defec- 
tive, that on; this miſtaken notion they have 
not only rejected many of the moſt vital truths 
of chriſtianity, but even ſome eſſential. prin- 
ciples of natural religion. And thus they have 
in effect annihilated the chriſtian revelation, 
at the very ſame time that they have acknow- 


ledged 
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Jedged the hiſtorical truth of the facts on which 
it is built. This is the body of men, that 
have affected to call themſelves cautious be- 
lievers: but their character is ſo admirably 
well deſcribed under that of Agrippa, by my 
Honoured friend Dr. Watts, in his little treatiſe 
called The Redeemer and Sanctiſier, that it may be 
Tuffictent here to have hinted it thus briefly, as 
the reaſon, why out of regard to them as 
well as others, I have reſumed the ſubject of 
inſpiration, and endeavoured to place it in 
what I do in my.conſcience apprehend to be 
Soth a ſafe and a rational light. 

That I may remedy, ſo far as God ſhall 


enable me to do it, the great and deſtructive 
evil I have juſt been mentioning, and may 


eſtabliſh in the minds of chriſtians a due re- 


Bard to the ſacred oracles of eternal truth, I 


ſhall now proceed to the ſecond part of this 
Uiſcourle : in which 


II. I am to ſhew, how evidently the full 
inſpiration of the New Teſtament, in 
the ſenſe ſtated above, follows from the 
acknowledged trath of the hiſtory which 
| it 
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it contains, in all its leading and moſt 
important facts. | 


But before I proceed to the diſcuſſion of 
the matter, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that 
though this is what I apprehend to be the 
grand argument, I am very far from lighting 
thoſe other arguments which fall not ſo di- 
rectly in my way here, | 

I greatly revere the teſtimony of the pri- 
mitive chriſtian writers, not only to the real 
exiſtence of the ſacred books in thoſe early 
ages, but alſo to their divine original: their 
perſuaſion of which moſt - evidently appears 
from the veneration with which they ſpeak 
of them, even while miraculous gifts remained 
in the church; and conſequently, an exact, 
attendance to a written rule. might ſeem leſs 
abſolutely neceſſary, and the authority of in- 
ferior teachers might approach nearer to that 
of the apoſtles. I believe every candid reader 
will acknowledge, that nothing can be ob- 
jected to many ſtrong paſſages in Clemens Ro- 
manus, Polycarp, Fuftin Martyr, Ireneus, Theo- 
philus Antiachenus, Clemens Alexandrinus, Ter- 

C tullian, 
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tullian, Origen, Euſebius, and ſome other an- 
tient writers he has mentioned that are now 
loſt. It is needleſs to produce them here, af. 
ter thoſe valuable ſpecimens of them, which 
Dr. Whitby and Monſ. Du Pin have given ; 
and eſpecially, conſidering what my learned 
friend Dr. Lardner has with ſo much induſtry 
and accuracy of judgment collected on this 
head in the fecond part of his Credibility of the 
Gofpel Hiſtory. I ſhall therefore content my- 
ſelf with obferving here, that ſeveral of the 
moſt learned and conſiderable of theſe antrents 
fpeak of this veneration for the facred writings 
of the New Teſtament, not as the refult of 
their own private judgment, but as that in 


which all the churches were m 
* . 


The 


» Thus Origen ſays, (Philccal, cap. xii. pag. 41.) 
Ati ct, — 6 Tis ©» wp, dl. Store gol £4041 
« That if a man wonld not confeſs himſelf to be an 
« infidel, he muſt admit the inſpiration of the ſcrip- 
« tures.” And he elſewhere places the goſpels in the 


number of writings, ** which were received as divine 


4 by all the churches of God, and were the elements, 
« of 
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The internal characters of divine inſpira- 
tion, with which every page of the New Teſ- 
tament abounds, do alſo deſerve our attentive 
notice; and render the book itſelf, if con- 
ſidered as detached from all external evidence 
whatſoever, a compendious demonſtration of 
its own ſacred original, and conſequently of 
the certainty of that religion which it teaches. 
The excellency of its doQtrines, the ſpiri- 
tuality and elevation of its deſign, the majeſty 
and ſimplicity of its ſtyle, the agreement of 


« or firſt principles, of the churches faith :” E, 
Wc ELUNNTIONG Otis tg rere H⁰ et, 
- LTuyeac rue Wirte Tuc EXXKATNTIOS» Tertullian 
alſo lays it down as a fundamental principle in diſ- 
puting with hereticks, “ that the truth of doArines is 
* to be determined by ſcripture.” For the queſtion 
has evidently the force of a ſtrong negation, Aliunde 
ſeilicet logus poſſunt de Rebus Fidei, niſi ex Lilteris 
Fidei ? (De Præſcript. Heret. cap. xv. — And Euſe- 
bius quotes a much more antieat writer than himſelf, 
(Euſeb. Eccleſ. Hiſt. lib. v. cap. 28.) who calls the 
ſcripture, aivewc wpxaia; xavre, the rule of an- 
tient faith ;“ and who afterwards ſpeaking of here- 
ticks declares, * that if they denied the ſcriptures to 
de divinely inſpired, they were infidels,” 

N C 2 its 
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its parts in the moſt unſuſpicious manner, with 
its more than human efficacy on the hearts 
and conſciences of men, do all concur to give 
us a very high idea of the New Teſtament : 
and I am perſuaded, that the wiſer and better 
any man is, and the more familiarly he con- 
verſes with theſe unequalled books, the more 
will he be ſtruck with this evidence. But 
theſe things in the general are better felt, than 
expreſſed ; and ſeveral of the arguments ariſe, 
not from particular paſſages, but from the 
general tenour of the books; and conſe- 
quently, they cannot be judged of, but by a 
ſerious and attentive peruſal. 


ſ 
Diſmiſſing therefore theſe topics, not with 
neglect, but with the ſincereſt expreſſions of 
juſt and high veneration, I now proceed to 
that grand proof of the inſpiration of the New 


Teſtament, which is derived from the credi- 


bility of its leading fads ; which having ſo 


fully illuſtrated in the fermons referred to 
above, I think I have a juſt title to aſſume as 
the foundation of what farther reaſonings may 
occur. 

Admitting 
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Admitting this great principle, it 1s unde- 
niably certain, — That Jeſus of Nazareth was 
a moſt extraordinary perſon :— That after 
having been foretold by many prophets, in 
diſtant periods of time, he was at length, 
agrecably to the repeated declaration of an 
angel, firſt to a prieſt miniſtring at the golden 
altar in the temple, and then to his mother, 
conceived by a virgin of David's family :— 
That his birth was proclaimed by a choir of 
angels, who celebrated it in celeſtial anthems, 
as the foundation of peace on earth, and the 
molt glorious diſplay of divine benevolence to 
men: That before his public appearance, a 
perſon greater than any of the prophets, and 
whoſe birth had alſo been foretold by an 
angel, was ſent to prepare his way :— That on 
his being baptized, he was anointed with a 
wonderful effuſion of the Spirit, poured down 
upon him by a viſible ſymbol : and that the 
efficacy of this ſacred agent, continually re- 
ſiding in him, was apparent throughout the 
whole courſe of his miniſtry ; not only in the 
unſpotted ſanRity of his life, amidſt a thou- 
land moſt violent temptations, and in the 


C3: bright 
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bright ablage of virtues and graces which 
ſhone in it, with a luſtre before unknown, 
and ſince abſolutely unparalleled; but alſo in a 
multitude of various works of wonder and 
mercy, which he miraculouſly wrought, on 
thoſe whoſe diſeaſes were of the moſt deſpe. 
rate and incurable nature, and even on the 
dead, whom that almighty voice of his, which 
had driven out the fierceſt infernal ſpirits, 
and calmed the rage of tempeſts, did with 
ſerenc majeſty awaken into life, as from a 
ſlumber.—It is alſo on the ſame foundation 
certain, That this illuſtrious perſon, having 
by the malice of his enemies been moſt un- 
juſtly and cruelly put to death, did on the 
third day ariſe from the dead: —and that, af- 
ter having given to his diſciples the moſt 
abundant proofs of that important fact, he at 
length aſcended to heaven gradually in their 
ſight; angels appearing to aſſure them, he 
ſhould as viſibly deſcend from thence to the 
unjverſal judgment, the adminiſtration of 
which he had declared to be committed to 
him, 


I muſt 


P 
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I muſt freely declare, that had I been an 
entire ſtranger to the ſacred ſtory, and pro- 
ceeded no farther in it than this, (ſuppoſing 
me firmly to have believed all thoſe wonderful 
things, though delivered in the ſhorteſt ab- 
ſtrat that could have been made of them,) I 
ſhould readily have concluded, that this ex- 
traordinary perſon, being ſent (as it plainly 
appears from the hiſtory, that he was,) with 


a divine revelation for the benefit of all na- 


tions, and of all ages, had taken care to 
leave ſome authentic records of the doctrine 
which he taught. And if I had farther found, 
that he had left no ſuch records written by 
himſelf, I ſhould naturally have concluded, 
that he took effectual care, that ſome of his 
followers ſhould be enabled to deliver down 
to poſterity the ſyſtem of religion which he 
taught, in the moſt accurate manner; with 
all ſuch extraordinary aſſiſtance from God, as 
the nature of the ſubje& required, in order 
to rendering their accounts exact. And I 
believe, every reaſonable man would draw 
this inference : becauſe it is very apparent, 
that the great end of this vaſt and aſtoniſhing 

C4 apparatus, 
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apparatus, (for vaſt and aſtoniſhing 1t would 
appear, if what relates to Jeſus alone were 
taken into the ſurvey,) muſt in the nature of 
things be fruſtrated, if no ſuch records were 
provided : it being morally impoſſible, that 
unwritten tradition ſhould convey a ſyitem of 
religion pure and uncorrupted, even to the 
next generation; and much more, that it 
ſhould ſo convey it to the end of time. And 
it would ſeem, ſo far as we can judge, by no 
means worthy the divine wiſdom, to ſuffer 
the good effects of ſuch a great and noble 
plan to be loſt, for want of ſo eaſy an expe- 
dient: eſpecially, ſince men of the age and 
country in which theſe things happened, were 
not only bleſſed with the uſe of letters, but 
were remarkable for their application to 
them, and for great proficiency in various 
branches of learning. And if I ſhould not 


only have an abſtract of this hiſtory of Jeſus, 


which I judged credible, but ſhould alſo be 
ſo happy as to have the four goſpels in my 
hand, with convincing evidences of their be- 
ing genuine, (which we here ſuppefe,) I 
mould on theſe principles aſſuredly argue, 

8 2 that 
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that not only the leading facts, but likewiſe - 
the ſyſtem of doctrines and diſcourſes deli- 
vered in them, might entirely be depended 
upon : nor could I conceive the truth of ſuch 
doctrines and diſcourſes to be ſeparable from 
the general truth of the leading facts refer- 
red to above; having (as I here ſuppoſe,) 
proper evidences to convince me, that the 
penmen of tneſe books were the perſons, by 
whom the memory of theſe events was to be 
delivered down to poſterity : which is a far- 
ther principle, that none of common ſenſe 
and modeſty can pretend to conteſt ; none 


appearing as their competitors, whoſe preten- 
ſions are worthy to be named. 


But my apprehenſion of the full authentie- 
nels and credibility of theſe writers would, on 
the ſuppoſition I am here making, greatly 
increaſe, as I proceeded to that excellent and 
uſeful book, the Ads of the holy apoſtles: 
lince I learn from thence, that in a very few 
days after the aſcenſion of Jeſus into heaven, 
the Spirit of God was, according to his pro- 
miſe, poured out upon his apoſtles in an 

abundant 
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abundant manner, attended with the viſible 
appearance of a lambent celeſtial flame: and 
that, in conſequence of this amazing unction, 
the poor fiſhermen of Galilee, and their com- 
panions, were in a moment enabled to ſpeak, Þ 
with the greateſt readineſs and propriety, if 
Latin, Greek, Arabick, Coptick, Perfick, and a } 
variety of other languages, the firſt rudi- 
ments of which they had never learnt ; and | 
alſo to perform all kinds of miracles, equal to 
thoſe of their maſter, and, in ſome circum, 
Rances ſuperior to them. My veneration for 
the writings of theſe men (and I here ſup- 
poſe, I know thoſe of the New Teſtament 
to be ſo,) muſt be unparalleled, when I think 
who and what they were: and I am ſo ſtruck 
with this plain, but divinely powerful argu- 
ment, that I muſt intreat my reader to re- 
view with me, a little more particularly, ſome 
of the actions and circumſtances of theſe holy 
men, to whoſe writings I am labouring to 
conciliate his unreſerved regard. 

Let them all be conſidered, as preaching 


the goſpel in that extraordinary manner, on 
the day of Pentecoſt; and a few days after, 
when 
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when ſome of their companions had been 
ſeized and threatened by the Sanhedrim, as 
anointed again with ſuch an effuſion of the 
Spirit, as ſhook the very houſe in which they 
were, and inſpired them all at once with the 
ſame ſublime hymn of praiſe. Let them be 
conſidered, as afterwards led out of priſon by: 


an angel, and commanded by him to go and 


preach the goſpel in the temple, under the 
remarkable phraſeology of the words of this. 
life ; as if the whole life and happineſs of the 
human race depended on their knowing and 


receiving it. Nor let us here forget that ex- 


traordinary power, common to all the apoſ- 
tles, of communicating the miraculous gifts. 
of the Spirit by the impoſition of their hands. 
Had we nothing particularly to. ſay of any 
one, more than theſe grand things which we 
hear of them all, it muſt ſurely command our. 
reverence to their writings, and ſet them at 
a vaſt diſtance from any of merely human. 
original. | 
But through the ſingular providence of God 
it hath ſo happened, that we have the mo{Þ. 
particular hiſtory of the lives of thoſe apoſtles, 


to 


honourable perſon was to hear words, by 
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to whoſe writings we are generally moſt in. 
debted : I mean, Fohn, Peter, and Paul. 
With reſpe& to John we know, that be. 
ſides the concern he had in- the cure of the ; 
lame man, he was. favoured with the viſions 1 
of God in the iſle of Patmos; where our Lord, 
after an abode of more than half a century on | 
the throne of his glory at his Father's right | 
hand, did him the unequalled honour to uſe 
him as his amanuenſis, or ſecretary ; expreſsly M 
dictating to him the letters he was pleaſed to 
ſend to the ſeven charches in Aa. How N 
eaſily then may we ſuppoſe him, ſo to have 
preſided over his other writings, as to have 
ſecured him from miſtakes in them! 
Conſider Peter, as ſtriking Ananias and 
Sapphira dead with a word; as curing, by the 
like powerful word, one cripple at Jeruſa- 
lem, and another at Lydda ; and calling back 
Dorcas, even from the dead. Let us view 
him in that grand circumſtance, of being 
marked out ſo particularly by an angel to 
Cornelius, and ſent to him as the oracle of 
God himſelf, from whom that worthy and 


which 
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which he and all his houſe ſhould be ſaved : 
and after this let us view him, as once more 
delivered out of the hand of Herod, and from 
all the expcflation of the people of the Jews, 
by an angel, who ſtruck off his chains, and 
opened the doors of his priſon, the very night 
before he was to have been executed. And 
let any one, with theſe particulars'in his eye, 
added to the foregoing in which he ſhared 
with all his brethren, ſay, What more could 
be neceſſary, to prove the divine inſpiration of 


e what he taught; ſo far as inſpiration was re- 

e quiſite, to render it entirely authentic: or let 
any one farther ſay, Upon what imaginable 

d pretence the authority of his writings can be 


e denied, if that of his preaching be granted. 
* And to mention no more, let Paul, that 
x great ſcribe, inſtructed in the kingdom of 
v heaven, to whoſe pen we owe ſo many inva- 
7 luable epiſtles, be conſidered in the ſame 
) view : and let us endeavour to impreſs our 
minds with the various ſcenes through which 
] we know he paſſed, and the diſtinguiſhed fa- 
7 vours with which his maſter honoured him; 
1 that we may judge, how we are to receive 
| the 
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the inſtructions of his pen. Let us therefor | 
think of him, as ſo miraculouſly called by the 
voice of Chriſt to the profeſſion of his goſpel, 
when he was perſecuting it even to the death; 
as receiving a full and diſtin revelation of 
that glorious, but to him quite unknom | 
goſpel, by the immediate inſpiration of is 
divine author; which is a fact he expreſsly iſ 
witneſſes, and in which he could not poflibl If 
be miſtaken. Think of the luſtre of thoſe 
aſtoniſhing works which ſhone round hin (| 
wherever he went, and of thoſe wrought in 
his favour, which ſhewed him ſo eminenthy 
the care of heaven: dzmons ejected ; dil- 
tempers cured, ſometimes with a touch, and 
ſometimes without, by a garment ſent from 
him to the patient ; his motions guided from 
place to place by a divine oracle; Elymas 
ſtruck blind for oppoſing him; his bands 
looſed by an earthquake; his ſtrength and u- 
gour inſtantaneouſly reſtored, when the rage 
of the mutable and barbarous populace at 
Eylitra had ſtoned him and left him for dead; 
and to add no more, his ſafety in a ſhipwreck, 
with that of near three hundred more in the 
Sh | ſame 
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fame veſſel for his ſake, promiſed by an angel, 
and accompliſhed without the loſs of a ſingle 
perſon, when they had expected nothing but 
an univerſal ruin, Let us, I fay, think of 
Paul in theſe circumſtances ; and with theſe 
facts full in our view, let us judge, whether it 
is at al] probable, yea whether it be morally 
poſſible, that a man, fent out and attended 
with fuch credentials as theſe, ſhould be fo 
left of God, amidit all theſe tokens of his 
conſtant care, as to mingle error with ſound 
doctrine, and his own fancics with the divine 
revelations, which we are ſure he received : 
or whether, if he were not left to ſuch ef- 
fects of human frailty in his. preaching, but 
might have been regarded by his hearers with 
entire credit, he would be left to them in 
thoſe writings, by which he was (as it were) 
to preach to all future generations of men, 
from one end of the world to the other ; and 
by which, being dead, he yet ſpeaketh, in all 
languages, and to all chriſtian aſſemblies. 

I cannot forbear thinking this plain argu- 
ment, ſo well adapted to popular uſe, abun- 


| Gantly ſufficient to carry conviction to every 


candid 
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candid mind, in proportion to the de. 
gree of its attention and penetration. And 
I am almoſt afraid, that ſome ſhould think I 
have beſtowed an unneceſſary labour, thus I 
particularly to ſtate a matter, which hath ſuch I 
a flood of light poured in upon it from al. 
moſt every page of the ſacred ſtory. But 1 I 
have been obliged, in the courſe of my expo- Þ 
ſition, to meditate much on theſe facts; and | 
under the deep impreſſion I could not but 
ſpeak, as out of the fulneſs of my heart, 


Yet after all I have already ſaid, I ſhould 
be very unjuſt to this argument, if I did not 
endeavour to repreſent to my reader, how 
much it is ſtrengthened, on the one hand, by 
the expreſs and comprehenſive promiſes which 
our Redeemer made to his apoſtles ; and on 
the other, by the peculiar language in which 
the apoſtles themſelves ſpeak of their preach- 
ing and writings, and the high regard they 
challenge to each ; a regard, which nothing 
could juſtify them in demanding, but a con- 
ſciouſneſs that they were indeed under a full 
inſpiration, 


The 
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The Promiſes of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
muſt undoubtedly have a very great weight, 
with all that have reflected on that indiſputa- 
ble teſtimony, which God himſelf bore to 
him in numberleſs inſtances. And therefore, 
though they are ſo very well known, I muſt 
beg leave, not only to refer to them, but to 
recite the chief of them at large: and I in- 


| treat the reader to conſider, how he can re- 


concile them with an apprehenſion, that our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt did at the ſame time intend 
to leave the perſons to whom he made ſuch 
promiſes, liable to miſtake both in facts and 
doctrines : and being deceived themſelves, to 
miſlead ſuch as ſhould depend upon their teſ- 
timony, where they profeſſed themſelves to be 


thoroughly informed. 


In that copious and excellent diſcourſe, 
which our Lord addreſſed to the apoſtles, juſt 
before he quitted the gueſt-chamber to go to 
the garden of Gethſemane, (that is, but a few 
hours before his death,) the grand conſolation 
he urges to his ſorrowful diſciples, is this; 
That he would ſend his Spirit upon them. 
The donation of which Spirit is repreſented, 

D as 


34 A Diſſertation on the 


as the firſt fruits of Chriſt's interceſſion. When 
after ſo long an abſence, and ſuch terrible ſuf- 
ferings, he ſhould be reſtored to his father's 
embraces, this is ſpoken of as the firſt pe- 
tition preferred by him, and the firſt fa- 
vour granted to his church for his ſake: 
(John xiv. 16.) I will pray the Father, and he 
ſhall give you another comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever. Yea, Chriſt declares, (and 
he could not be miſtaken in it,) that the 
agency of this Spirit ſhould ſo abundantly 
counter-balance all the advantages they re- 
ecived from his bodily preſence, that ſtrong 
as their affection to him was, they would in 
that view have reaſon to rejoice in his, Kaving 
them: (John xvi. 7.) I tell you the truth, that 
is, I ſay what may be depended upon as a 
moſt important certainty, (and very impor- 
tant indeed ſuch a repreſentation was ;) it is 
expedient for you that I go away; for if 1 v6 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; 
but if I depart, I will ſend him unto you. Now 
from theſe expreſſions, were they alone, I 
think we might probably infer, that the apoſ- 
tles, after having received the Spirit, would 

| | be 

5 


* * 


S UY , _ yp” 


„ . 5. ME þ 


— 


Inſpiration of the New Teflament. 35 


be in no more danger of erring in their writ- 
ings, than they would have been, if Jeſus 
himſelf had always been near them, to inform 
them concerning any fact or doctrine, of 
which they might have occaſion to ſpeak. 
This is farther confirmed by the title which 
is given him no leſs than thrice in this diſ- 
courſe, The Spirit of Truth ; almoſt in a breath 
with theſe great and weighty circumſtances, 
that he ſhould abide with them for ever; 
(John xiv. 16, 17.) that he ſhould guide them 
into all truth; that he ſhould teach them all 
things, yea and fhew them things to come; 
(John xvi. 13.) which muſt ſurely ſecure them 
from any danger of erring in relating things that 
were paſt. But leſt any ſhould be perverſe 
enough to diſpute the conſequence, out Lord 
particularly mentions this effect of the Spirit's 
operation, that they ſhould thereby be fitted 
to bear a teſtimony to him, as thoſe who had 
long been converſant with him, and whoſe 
memories were miraculouily afliſted in recol- 
lecting thoſe diſcourſes which they had heard 
from him: (John xv. 26, 27.) When the Com:- 
forter is come, whim I will ſend unto you from 
0 D 2 the 


36 A Diſſertation en the 


the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which pro- | 
ceedeth from the Father, he ſhall teſtify of me; 
and ye alſo (being ſo aſſiſted) hall bear witneſs, 
becauſe ye have been with me from the beginning. 
And again, (John xiv. 26.) The Holy Ghst 
ſhall teach you all things, and bring all things 10 
your remembrance, whatſoever I have ſaid undo 
yo. 

Soon after this our Lord, on the very day 
in which he roſe from the dead, in a de- 
pendance on the aids of this promiſed Spirit, 
gives them a commiſſion, which nothing but 
its plenary inſpiration could have anſwered, 
or have qualified them to fulfil : for coming 
to them, he declares, (John xx. 21.) As my 
Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you: and 
upon this he breathed upon them, and ſaid, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghaſt: Whaſe ſoever fins ye 
remit, they are remitted ; and whoſe. ſoever ye 
retain, they are retained: which, whether it 
ſignifies a power of infliting and removing 
miraculous puniſhments, or of authoritatively 
declaring that fins were in particular in- 
ſtances were forgiven or retained, muſt either 
way WF ſuch a conſtant preſence of 

Chriſt 
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Chriſt with them, as it is hard, or rather im- 
poſſible, to reconcile, with ſuppoſing them 
to err in what they wrote for the inſtruction 
of the church in ſucceeding ages. 

Theſe are the grand paſſages, on which I 
reſt this part of the argument : yet I think, 
I ought not to omit thoſe, in which Chriſt 
promiſes them ſuch extraordinary aſſiſtance of 
the Spirit, while defending his cauſe in the 
preſence of magiſtrates ; and it is the more 
proper to mention them, as the language in 
which they are made is ſo remarkable. On 
this occaſion then he tells them, (Matt. x. 
19, 20.) When they deliver you up, take no 
thought haw or what ye ſhall ſpeak, for it ſhall 
be given you in that ſame hour what ye ſhall 


ſpeak, for it is not you that ſpeak, but the Spirit 


of your Father that ſpeaktth in you. May we 
not therefore on the ſame principles conclude, 
that when they were to write for the uſe of 
all future generations of chriſtians, it was not 
ſo much they who wrote, as the Spirit of the 
Father, who in effect wrote by them, and as 
it were dictated to them? For the occaſion 


will ſurely appear as important, in one in- 
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ſtance, as in the other; or rather much more 
important in the latter, than the former; as 
an error in their writings would have a much 
more extenſive and laſting influence, than a 
flip of their tongues in a tranhent pleading 
before a magiltrate. Nay, to give this argu- 
ment the greateſt poſſible weight, we find 
that the ſame promiſe was made, almoſt in 
the very ſame words, (Luke xii. 11, 12.) to 
perſons in the dignity of their office inferior 
to the apoſtles; I mean, to the ſeventy ; 3 
which might have intitled their writings to | 
ſuch a regard, as I am now labouring to en- 
gage to thoſe of their ſuperiors, 

I ſhall only farther remind the reader, that 
our Lord, when juſt aſcending to heaven, re- 
fers to that effuſion of the Spirit which was 
quickly after to happen, even before they de- 
parted from Jeruſalem, as the ara, from 
whence the grand accompliſhment of the 
promiſes relating to the aids of the Spirit 
was to be dated, (See Luke xxiv. 49. Acts i. 
47 5-) And as all the apoſtolical writings which 
now remain, were written ſeveral years after 
that event, it plainly proves, they he within 
the 
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the period, in which they were to expect all 


the aſſiſtance which theſe promiſes import. 


The moſt plauſible objection, which can be 
urged againſt the application of theſe pro- 


miſcs to the matter now before us, is this: 


„That theſe promiſes only refer to the ſu- 
« pernatural aſſiſtance, granted to the apoſ- 
« tles on great and preſſing occaſions : but 


that they might eaſily, without ſuch aſſiſt- 


« ance, have written a true account of the 
life and preaching of Chriſt, and of ſuch 


„other facts as they record; and conſe- 


« quently, that their hiſtorical writings at 
„ leaft, how credible ſoever we ſuppoſe them, 
« might be drawn up without any inſpira- 
« tion at all.” 5 
To this I might reply, That if it be al- 
lowed, that the apoſtles, in the books which 
contain the evangelical hiſtory, wrote the 
exact truth, and that in their epiſtles they 
have made a right and unerring repreſen- 
tation of the revelation with which they 
were charged, ſo that we may ſafely make 
their writings a rule both of faith and 
D 4 practice, 
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practice, the remaining queſtion would only 
be about the propriety of uſing the word in. 
ſpiration when ſpeaking of them ; and there- 
fore would, on the principles I have laid 
down above, be comparatively of ſmall im- 
portance, Yet I think it eaſy, in that view 
of the queſtion, to prove that theſe writings 
could not have been thus entirely credible, if 
they had not been written under ſuch a full 
inſpiration of ſuperintendency, as is ſtated in 

the firſt part of this diſcourſe. 
T do indeed allow, and no candid man can 
diſpute it, that the penmen of the New Teſ- 
tament, ſuppoſing them able to write at all, 
might merely by the natural exerciſe of 
their memory, under the direction of the 
common ſenſe and reaſon of men, have given 
us a plain, faithful, and very uſeful account, 
of many extraordinary ſcenes, to which they 
had been witneſſes during the time they con- 
verſed with Jeſus on earth, and in which they 
were active after his aſcenſion. And I can- 
not forbear ſaying, that ſuppoſing the truth 
of the grand leading facts, (as that Jeſus of 
Nazareth taught a doctrine confirmed by mi- 
racles, 
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racles, and was himſelf raiſed from the dead,) 
I ſhould have eſteemed ſuch writings, ſup- 
poſing them merely an honeſt account of 
what ſuch men muſt have known, to be be- 
yond all compariſon the moſt valuable records 
of antiquity. But when theſe writings came 
to be peruſed, it is evident to me from the 
W particular contents of them, that honeſt and 
WE worthy men would never have pretended to 
have written in ſuch a manner, if they had 


not been conſcious of ſuperior direction, and 


extraordinary divine influence. 

For the hiſtorians of whom we ſpeak, do 
not merely give us a very circumſtantial ac- 
W caunt of actions; as what journies Chriſt 
made, what miracles he performed, in what 
manner he was received, where, and how he 
died, and roſe again, and aſcended into hea- 
ven : but they do alſo, as we may reaſona- 
bly expect they ſhould, give us an account of 
the dectrine he taught: and indeed, if they 
had- not done this, the knowledge of his 
ſtory, amazing as it is, would have been but 
an unprofitable amuſement to us. Nor do 
they content themſelves with giving us a ſhort 
| ſummary 
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ſummary of his doctrine, or a view of th 
religion he intended to introduce, as the ge. 
neral reſult of their having attended fo long 
on his inſtructions: but they preſume to tel | 
us Vis very wirds. And here, they do naff 
merely relate ſome ſhort ſayings, the remark. | 
able poignancy of which, or their proprich 
to the circumſtances in which they wen 
ſpoken, might have ſtruck the memory wit 
a pecuiar force; but they inſert long dif. ; 
courſes, which he made on public occaſions; N 
though they do not pretend, that he left au 
copies of them, or that they themſelves tod 
them from any written memoirs whatſoever: 
and it is worth our notice, that (befides th 
many ſhorter fayings and replies with which 
hiſtory is interſperſed,) near: one half of the 
four goſpels is taken up with the inſertion 
theſe diſcourſes “. 

Now it was highly neceffary, that if thek 
ſpeeches of our Lord were recorded at al, 


If my computation does not deceive me, the 
number of verſes contained in theſe diſcourſes, to 


hat of the whole, is as about 1700, to 3779, which i h 
#be number vf verſes in the four goſpels. 
. e 


they 
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they ſhould be recorded with great exaCneſs : 


for many of them relate to the ſyſtem of doc- 
trines which he came to teach : and others of 
them are- predictions of future events, refer- 
ring to a great variety of curious circum- 
ſtances, where a ſmall miſtake might greatly 
have affected the credit of the prediction, and 
with it the caufe of chriſtianity in general : 
ſo that common prudence would have taught 
the apoſtles to wave them, rather than pre- 
tend to deliver them to potterity, if they had 
not been ſure they could have done it ex- 
actly. N | 

But how could they have expected to have 
done this, merely by the natural ſtrength of 
their own memories: unleſs we imagine each 


of them to be a prodigy in that reſpect, to 


which no one of them makes the leaſt. ſhadow 
of a pretence ? It is well known, that ſeveral 
of thoſe ſpeeches of Chriſt which Matthew 
and John give us, (not now to mention the 
other evangeliſts,) contain ſeveral pages; and 
ſome of them cannot be deliberately and de- 
cently read over in leſs than a quarter of an 


hour. Now I believe, if my reader would 
make 
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make the experiment on any thing of that 
length which he read or heard yeſterday, or 
even on one of thoſe diſcourſes of Chriſt, 
though perhaps he has read or heard it an 
hundred times; he would find, on a careful 
examination, many things would probably be 
omitted ; many tranſpoſed ; many expreſſed 
in a different manner : and were he to write 
a copy of ſuch a diſcourſe from his memory, 
and then critically to compare it with the 
original, he would find the ſenſe, in many 
particulars where there was ſome general re- 
ſemblance, more different than he could per: 
haps have imagined ; and variations, which at 
firſt ſeemed but inconſiderable, would appear 
greatly to affect the ſenſe, when they came to 
be more nicely reviewed. If this would ſo 
probably be the cafe with ninety-nine out of 
a hundred of mankind, (and I certainly ſpeak 
within compaſs,) when a diſcourſe to be re- 
peated, had been delivered but a day or an 
hour before; what could be expected from 
the apoſtles, with an interval of ſo many 
years ? And eſpecially from John, who has, 
in proportion to the length of his goſpel, re- 

corded 
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corded more ſpeeches than any of the reſt, 
and wrote them (if we may credit the moſt 
authentic tradition,) more than half a cen- 
tury after our Lord's aſcenſion ? 

This argument would have great weight, 
with relation to a man, whoſe life was ever 
ſo peaceful, and his affairs contracted in the 
narroweſt ſphere : but it will be greatly 
ſtrengthened, when we come to conſider the 
multitude and variety of ſcenes, and thoſe too 
the moſt interefting that can be imagined, 
through which the apoſtles paſſed. When we 
conſider all their labours, and their cares; 
the journies they were continually taking ; the 
novelty of objects perpetually ſurrounding 
them ; and, above all, the perſecutions and 
dangers to which they were gaily expoſed; 
and the ſtrong manner in which the mind is 
ſtruck, and the memory of paſt circumſtances 
eraſed, by ſuch occurrences; I cannot con- 
ceive, that any reader will be ſo unreaſona- 
ble, as to imagine, theſe things could have 
been written with any exactneſs by the apoſ- 
des, if they had not been miraculouſly aſſiſted 
in recording them. And what is particu- 

larly 
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larly mentioned by the laſt of theſe writers, 
of the promiſed agency of the Spirit to bring 
to their remembrance all things they had heard 
from Chriſt himſelf; (John xiv. 26.) muſt ! 
think inconteſtably prove, that this was ore 


purpoſe for Which the Spirit was given; and tar 
therefore we may be ſure, that it was a pur. Ra 
poſe for which it was needed. 

I hope I have by this time convinced my th 


readers, that it is agreeable to the other cir- 
cumſtances of the apoſtles ſtory, and to the 
promiſes which our Lord ſo largely and ſo 
frequently made to them, (and the frequent 
repetition of the promiſe ſtrongly intimates 
the importance of it,) to ſuppoſe, thfat they 
were indeed favoured with a full inſpiration 
in their writings. 

But to complcat the argument, it muſt be 
obſerved, That theſe holy men (for ſuch the 
hiſtory plainly ſhews them to have been,) aſ- 
ſume to themſelves ſuch an authority, and 
ſpeak of their own diſcourſes and writings in 
ſach peculiar language, as nothing but a con- 
ſeiouſneſs of ſuch inſpiration could warrant, 
or even excuſe. 5 
nl i To 


5 
l 
| 
| 
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To make us duly ſenſible of the force of 
this argument, let us hear Poul, Peter, and 
Jahn, and we ſhall find the remark applicable 
to them all; though as St. Paul wrote much 
more than either of the latter, we may na- 
turally expect to find the molt frequent in- 
ances of it in his writings. 

When the apoſtle Paul had taken notice to- 
the Corinthians, that the ſubject of his preach- 
ing was the wrjdem of God in a myſtery, and 
related to things which tranſcended the ſenſe 
and imagination of men, he adds, (1 Cor. ii.10.} 
But God hath revealed them is us by his Spirit 
fer the Spirit ſearcleth all things, even the deep 
things of God : And again, (ver. 12.) Ve have 
recerved, not the ſpirit of the warld, fo as to at 
in that artful way, which a regard to ſecular 
advantage dictates 3 but the Spirit which ts. of, 
Cd, that we may know the things that are freely 
given us of God. Now it is natural to con- 
clude from hence, that this knowledge being 
given them, not merely or chiefly for them- 
ſelves, but for the church, (in which view 
they ſpeak of themſelves and their office, as 
the gift of God to the church; compare 
Eph. 
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| Eph. iv. 117, 12. and 1 Cor. iii. 21—23,) 
they ſhould be aſſiſted to communicate it in a 
proper manner ; ſince otherwiſe, the end of 
God in giving it to them would be fruſtrated, 
But the apoſtle does not content himſelf with 
barely ſuggeſting this ; but he aſſerts it in the 
moſt expreſs terms: (1 Cor. ii. 13.) Which 
things alſo we ſpeak, not in the words whith 
man's wiſdom teacheth, that is, not with a vain 
oſtentation of human eloquence ; but which 
the Holy Ghofl teacheth;, comparing ſpiritual 
things with ſpiritual ; or, as ſome would ren- 
der and paraphraſe it, adapting ſpiritual ex- 
preſſions to ſpiritual things“. And in the 
cloſe of the chapter, when with a noble free- 
dom, in a conſctouſneſs of the diſtinguiſhed 
character he bore, he puts the queſtion to the 
whole world beſides ; Lo hath known the mind 
of the Lord? he adds, But we have the mind 
of Chriſt. Which laſt clauſe plainly deter- 
mines the ſenſe, in which we are to take 
thoſe words at the cloſe of chap. vii.. And T1 
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think 
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think alſo, that I have the Spirit of Ged*; 
that is, I certainly appear to have it:“ or, 
« jt is evident and apparent, that my pre- 
« tences to it are not a vain boaſt.” For, 
after having ſo expreſsly aſſerted it juſt above, 
none can imagine, he meant here to inſi- 
nuate, that he was uncertain, whether he had 
it, or not. He appeals therefore to thoſe 
whoſe gifts were moſt eminent, to diſpute it 
if they could: (1 Cor. xiv. 37.) 1f any man 
think himſelf to be a prophet, or ſpiritual, that 
is, if he have ever ſo good evidence that he 
really is ſo, (for it cannot be thought, he 
meant to appeal only to thoſe, who falſely 
pretended to theſe endowments,) let him ac- 
knowledge that the things which*I write unto you 
are the commandments of the Lord. In his 
ſecond epiſtle to the Corinthians, (chap. ii. 10.) 
he ſpeaks of forgiving offenders in the perſon 
of Chriſt ; and amidſt the humbleſt acknow- 
ledgments of his own inſufficiency, boaſts a 
Suffictency of God, who had made him an able 
miniſter of the New Teſtament. (2 Cor. iii. 5,0.) - 


„Aon t xayw Ilya Ow ur 
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as ſcripture informs us,) to any of the churches, 


ſpiſeth, that is, (as the context plainly im. 
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Of which he was ſo thoroughly ſenſible, that 


in the firſt epiſtle which he ever wrote (ſo far 


I mean, his firſt epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, 
he ventures to ſay, (chap. iv. 8.) He that di- 


plies,) he that deſpiſeth or rejecteth What! 
now write, «eſpiſeth not man, only or chiefly, 
but God, who hath given us his holy Spirit; 
which manifeſtly intimates, that what he wrote 
was under fupernatural divine guidance and 
influence, as in the ſecond verſe of that chap- 
ter he had ſpoken of commandments which he 


had given them by the Lerd Feſus Chriſt ; juſt a | 


he afterwards declared to the Corinthians, 
(1 Cor. xn. 30 how well he was able to give 


proofs of Chriſt ſpeaking in bim.— In his epiſtle | 


to the Galations, the apoſtle ſolemnly aſſures 
them, (Gal. i. 11, 12.) that the goſpel which 
he had preached among them, was nat after man, 
that is, not of any human original: and he 
gives'this ſubſtantial proof of it, that he was 
himſelf taught it, no otherwife than by the 


immediate revelation of Feſus Chriſt. Agree- 
| wry to which aſſertion, when he gives the 
Corinthians 
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Corinthians an account of the inſtitution and 
deſign of the Lord's ſupper, he ſays in ſo 
many words, (1 Cor. xi. 23.) that he had re- 
ceived of the Lord what he delivered unts them ; 
that is, that he had his notion of that ſacra- 
ment, and of the actions and werds of Chriſt 
on which it was founded, by an immediate 
inſpiration from him, or, in the language we 
have uſed above, by ſuggeſtion. And he 
ſpeaks of his brethren, as well as of himſelf, 
in theſe terms, (Eph. iii. 3, 5.) that the my- 
flery of Chrift which was before unknawn, that 
is, the right of the Gentiles on believing the 
goſpel to full communion with the chriſtian 
church, was made known to the holy apoſtles 
and prophets by the Spirit, and not merely by 
the natural recollection of what they had heard 
Chriſt ſay, or by their own reaſonings up- 
on it. 

Moſt agreeable to this is the ſtrain of Peter, 
who in one epiſtle joins the commandment of the 
apofiles with the words of the holy prophets ; 
(2 Pet. iii. 2.) and mentions the epiſtles of 
of Paul with other ſcriptures, (ver. 15, 16,) 
uo doubt in alluſion to the ſacred oracles of 

2 "0M the 
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the Old Teſtament, which ſo generally went 
by that name. And in his other epiſtles he 
inſiſts ſtrenuouſly upon it, that He goſpel was 
preached with the Holy Ghoſt ſent dawn from hea. 
ven, in exact conformity to the prophetic oracles 
of former ages, not underſtood by thoſe who 
uttered them ; a circumſtance, in this connec- 
tion, highly worthy our remark : and he ſeems 
ſtrongly to intimate, that the angels themſelves 
did by theſe apoſtolic preachings learn ſome 
things, which with all their ſuperior faculties 
they did not before ſo fully know: hich things, 
ſays he, the angels deſire to look inta; (1 Pet. i. 12. 
As Paul had alſo ſaid, that to the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places was made! known 
by the church the e wiſdom of Gad. 
Eph. iii. 10. 
To conclude this argument, St. Fohn, re- 
markable as he was for his ſingular modetty 
and ingenuity of temper, does not only tell 
us, that Jeſus Chriſt ſhewed him the revela- 
tion, (Rev. i. 1.) but ſpeaks in his epiſtle, of 
an unction poured out from the Holy One, by 
which they knew all things. (1 John ii. 20.) 
And in another paſſage heyin effect aſſerts, 
that he had, in concurrence with his brethren, 
given 
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given ſuch abundant proof of his being under 
a divine influence and direction in his teach- 
ing, whether by word or letter, that an agree- 
ment or diſagreement with his doQrine was 
to be made the ſtandard by which they might 
judge of truth or error, and obedience or diſ- 
obedience to his injunctions the teſt of a good 
or a bad man; which is conſiderably more, 
than merely aſſerting the fulleſt inſpiration. 
(1 John iv. 6.) Me are of God : He that knnw- 
eth God, heareth us; he that is not of God, 
heareth not us : Hereby know we the Spirit 7 
truth, and the ſpirit of error. 

I might here add, if it were neceſſary, the 
ſeveral paſſages of the New Teſtament, in 
which the goſpel preached by the apoſtles, is 
called the goſpel of God; (ſuch as 2 Cor. xi. 7. 
1 Tim. i. 11. and the like:) But I omit 
them, as the ſtreſs of the controverſy does un- 
doubtedly reſt on theſe I have mentioned ; 
and the importance of the queſtion muſt be 
my defence, for ſo large an -enumeration of | 
texts which are ſo well known. 

I ſhall only remind my reader in a few 
words, of thoſe. many paſlages,. in which the 


SY goſpel 
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goſpel as preached by the apoſtles, is fo evi- 
dently equalled with, yea and preferred to, 
the law given by Moſes, and the meſlages 
brought to the Jews by the ſucceeding pro- v 
phets. Theſe afford a further illuſtration of ti 
this argument, which will appear with very 
conſiderable weight, when we reflect on the 
high opinions they had of the Old Teſtament, 
and the honourable terms in which they ſpeak 
of it, as the word and oracles of G:d, (Rom. iii. 2. 
as given by his inſpiration, (2 Tim. iii. 16.) | 
and as that which holy men ſpake, as they were 
moved, or borne on, | Pepowevar | by the Hil 
Ghoſt. (2 Pet. i. 21.) None can fail of ob- 
ſerving, that they quote its authority, on all 
occaſions, as deciſive ; yea, our Lord him- 
ſelf ſtrongly intimates, not only. the ſtrict 
truth of the whole, but (which is much more) 
that it were intolerable to ſuppoſe it charge- 
able with any impropriety of expreſſion ; for 
this muſt be the ſenſe of thoſe remarkable 
words, (John x. 35.) that the ſcripture cannot 
be broken ; and the whole force of our Lord's 
argument depends upon ' interpreting them 
thus. I might argue at large the improba- 

| | bility, 
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bility, and indeed the great abſurdity of ſup- 
poſing, that ſuch aſſiſtances were given to 
Moſes and the prophets, as to make their 
writings an infallible rule of faith and prac- 
tice, and that the ſubjects of God's only be- 
gotten Son, and the grand- miniſter in his 
kingdom, ſhould be left deſtitute of equal af- 
ſiſtance in their works and writings, I think 
the argument would be unanſwerable, if con- 
ſidered apart: but I now mention it in ano- 
ther view, as illuſtrating the perſuaſion the 


apoſtles had of their own inſpiration, when 


they ſpeak of their teachings and deciſions, as 
equally authentic with thoſe of the illuſtrious 
prophets, for whom they had ſo great ang ſo 
juſt a regard. 

I am fully ſatisfied, that this laſt argument, 
from the manner in which the apoſtles ſpeak 
of themſelves in their writings, will ſtrike 
the reader, in proportion to the degree in 
which he reflets upon the true character of 
theſe excellent men, and eſpecially upon that 
modeſty and humility, in which they bore ſo 
bright and ſo lovely à reſemblauce of their 
divine maſter. Let him aſk himſelf, What 

E 4 he 
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he would think of any miniſter of Chriſt 
now, ſuppoſing him ever ſo eminent for 
learning, wiſdom, and piety, that ſhould af. 
ſume to himſelf ſuch an authority? Suppoſe 
ſuch a man, under the influence of no mi- 
raculous guidance, to ſay, not with reference 
to what he might quote from others, but 
with regard to his own dictates, "The things 
« which I write unto you, are the com- 
« mandments of the Lord: He that de- 
« ſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not man, but God: We 
« have the mind of Chriſt; and he that 
s heareth not us, that receiveth not our dic- 
te tates in religion, is not of God:“ Suppoſe, 
I fay, ſuch language as this to be uſed ,pub- 
licly by any chriſtian miniſter now on earth, 
and you muſt neceſſarily ſuppoſe his character 
from that very hour overthrown.” The whole 
world would immediately join in loudly de- 
manding miraculous proofs to verify ſuch aſ- 
ſertions ; or in condemning, with juſt in- 
dignation, ſuch a claim unſupported by them, 
as an unpardonable lording it over men's faith 
and conſcience, and thruſting themſelves into 
their maſter's throne. Let us not then charge 
the 
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the holy apoſtles with a conduct, of which 
we ſhould not ſuſpe&t any wile and good 
man now upon the face of the earth; and 
which if we ſaw in any of our friends, our 
charity and reſpe& for them would incline 


us to enquire after ſome marks of lunacy in 
them, as its belt excuſe. 


I have now given an eaſy and popular view 
of the principal arguments for the inſpira- 
tion of the New Teſtament, on which my 
own faith in that important doctrine reſts ; 
and ſuch an one, as I hope by the divine 
bleſſing may be uſeful to others. I ſhall not 
enter into à particular conſideration of the 
ſeveral objections againſt it, which chiefly 
arife from texts of ſcripture, in which ſome 
pretend to find, that the apoſtles were actually 
miſtaken. I have conſidered moſt of theſe 
objections already, in my notes on the texts 
from whence they are taken: for almoſt all 
of them relate to paſſages in the: hiſtorical 
books, and I don't know that I have omitted 
any of them; but have every where given 
(though as briefly as I could,) fuch ſolutions 

| as 
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as appeared to me in conſcience ſatisfaQory, 
though I have not ſtood formally to diſcuſ 
them as objections againſt the inſpiration d 
thoſe books. 

The reader will obſerve, that very few in- 
ſtances have occurred, in which I have judged 
it neceſſary to allow an error in our pre- 
ſent copies: but as in thoſe few inſtances the 
ſuppoſed change of a word or two makes the 
matter perfectly eaſy, I think it moſt reſped. 

ful to the ſacred writings, to account for the 
| ſeeming difficulty thus, and to impute it 0 
the tranſcribers ; (though it is certain, ſome 
of theſe miſtakes, ſuppoſing them ſuch, did 
happen very early ;) becauſe, as Mr. Sw 
very properly expreſſes it in his excellent 
ſermon on this ſubject “, (which, ſince | 
wrrote the former part of this diſſertation, 
fell into my hands,) “ a partial inſpiration 
« 1s to all intents and purpoſes no inſpira- 
« tion at all: for,” as he juſtly argues 
againſt the ſuppoſition of any mixture of er- 
ror in theſe ſacred writings, © mankind would 


See Mr. Seed's ſerm. vol. ii. pag. g22. 
| | be 
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« be as much embarraſſed, to know what was 
« inſpired, and what was not, as they could be 
« tocolleR a religion for themſelves ; the con- 
« ſequence of which would be, that we are left 
« juſt where we were, and that God pnt him- 
« (elf to a great expence of miracles to cffeRt 
« nothing at all: a conſequence, highly de- 
« rogatory and injurious to his honour,” 
The arguments brought from a few paſ- 
ſages in the epiſtles, to prove that the apoſ- 
tles did not think themſelves inſpired, weak 
as they are, will be conſidered, if God per- 
mit, in their proper places. At preſent I 
ſhall content myſelf with referring the reader 
to Dr. Fhithy, who I think has given a ſatiſ- 
factory ſolution to them all. 
There are other objections of a quite dif- 
ferent claſs, with which J have no concern; 
becauſe they affect only ſuch a degree of in- 
ſpiration, as I think it not prudent, and am 
ſure is not neceſſary, to aſſert. I leave them. 
therefore to be anſwered by thoſe, if any ſuch 
there be, who imagine that Paul would need 
an immediate revelation from heaven, and a 
miraculous diate of the Holy Gio!l, to re 
mind 
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mind Timothy of the cloak and writing 
which he left at Troas, or to adviſe him ts 
mingle a little wine with his water. 


Waving therefore the farther diſcuſſion of 
theſe topics, on which it would be more ea Un 
than profitable to enlarge, I ſhall conclude 
this diſſertation with a reflection or two of 2 
praQical nature, into which I earneſtly in- 


treat the reader to enter with a becoming at- 
tention, | 


Let me engage him ſeriouſly to pauſe, and 
conſider, what ſort of an impreſſion it ought 
to make upon us, to think that we have 
ſuch a book ; a book, written by a full di- 
vine inſpiration : that amidſt all the uncer- 
tain variety of human reaſonings and con- 
jectures, we have a celeſtial guide through 
the labyrinth : that God hath condeſcended 
to take care, that we ſhould have a moſt au- 
thentic and unerring account of certain im- 
portant, though very diſtant facts, many of 
which were wrought with his own hand; 
and with theſe facts, ſhould have a ſyſtem 

| of 
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ng Wor moſt weighty and intereſting doctrines, to 
'0 me truth of which He makes himſelf a wit- 
neſs. Such a book muſt to every conſiderate 
perſon appear an ineſtimable treaſure ; and it 
certainly calls for our moſt affectionate ac- 
ah knowledgment, that God ſhould confer ſuch 


de BN; favour on any of his creatures, and much 
. more on thoſe, who by abuſing in too many 
* inſtances their natural light, had made them- 
1. (elves ſo utterly unworthy of ſupernatural. 
From this view of the inſpiration of ſerip- 
Nd ture we may alſo infer, our obligation to ſtudy 
ht it with the greateſt attention and care; to 
. read it in our cloſets and our families; and 


to ſearch in the moſt diligent and impartial 
manner into its genuine ſenſe, deſign, and 
tendency ; which is in the main ſo evident, 
that no upright heart can fail of underſtand- 
ing it, and every truly good heart muſt de- 
light to comply with it. This is indeed a 
moſt important inference, and that with- 
out which all our convictions of its divine 
authority will only condemn us before God 
and our own conſciences. Let us therefore 


always 
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always remember, that in conſequence of al 
theſe important premiſes we are indiſpenſahly 
ohligeg, to receive with calm and reverent 
ſubmiſſion all the dictates of ſcripture; to 
make it our oracle; and in this reſpect, to 
ſet it at a due diſtance from all other writing 
whatſoever ; as it is certain, there is no other 
book in the world, that can pretend to equal 
authority, and produce equal or comparable 
proofs to ſupport ſuch a pretenſion. Let us 
meaſure the truth of our own ſentiments, or 
thoſe of others, in the great things which ſcrip- 
ture teaches, by their conformity to it. And 
that the powerful charm of this bleſſed book 
might prevail to draw all that do fincereh 
regard it, into this center of unity! That 
dropping thoſe unſcriptural forms, which have 
ſo lamentably divided the church, we might 
more generally content ourſclves with the ſim- 
plicity of divine truths as they are here taught, 
and agree to put the mildeſt and kindeſt in- 
terpretation we can, upon the language and 
ſentiments of each other. This is what | 
cannot forbear inculcating again and again, 
from a firm perſuaſion, that it is agreeable to 
ESE | the 
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the ſpirit of the goſpel, and pleaſing to its 
great author: and I inculcate it in this place, 
and at this time, with peculiar affection, as 
the providence of God around us calls us 
loudly to do all we can with a fafe conſci- 
ence, to promote an union among proteſ- 
tants. And I heartily pray, that our mutual 
jealouſtes and prejudices, which ſome are fo 
unſeaſonably labouring to exaſperate, may not 
provoke God to drive us together by a ſtorm 
of perſecution ; if peradventure the bond of 
ſuffering together may be ſtrong enough to 
bind thoſe, whom the endearments of the 
fame chriſtian profeſſion, the ſame rule of 
faith, of manners, and of hope, have not yet 
deen able to unite. 


On the whole, Let me moſt affectionately 
invite and intreat every reader, whatſoever his 
rank in life, or his proficiency in learning 
may be, ſeriouſly to conſider the practical de- 
ſign of theſe ſacred oracles, the ſenſe and 
authority of which I have been endeayouring 
to explain and aſſert. It is indeed a myſtery 
in divine providence, . that there ſhould till 

remain 
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remain ſo much difficulty in them, as that in 
many points of doctrine thoughtful, ſerious, 
and, I truſt, upright men ſhould form ſuch 
different opinions concerning the interpre. 
tation of ſo many paſſages, and the juſtice 
of conſequences drawn from them, on the 
one fide, and on the other. But of this there 
can be no controverſy, “ That the great de- 
* ſign of the New "Teſtament (in delightful 
harmony with the Old,) is to call off our 
« minds from the preſent world, to eſtabliſh 
« us in the belief of a future ſtate, and to 
« form us to a ſerious preparation for it, by 
© bringing us to a lively faith in Chriſt, and, 
as the genuine effect of that, to a filial love 
« to God, and a fraternal affection for each 
« other:” Or, in one word, (and a weightier 
and more comprehenſive fentence was never 
Written, ) 4 teach us, that denying ungoadlinejs 
and worldy Iufts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righte- 
 oufly, and godly in this preſent world; looking 
for that bleſſed hape, even the glorious appearance 
. of the great Gad and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 

(Tit. ii. 12, 13.) To His almighty hand may 
our. ſouls be committed, by a faith productive 
"A of 
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in of theſe glorious fruits: and, under the ſanc- 
tifying, quickening, and ſupporting influences 
of His Spirit, may we wait for his mercy 
unto eternal life! "Then ſhall no terror of 
ſuffering, no allurement of pleaſure, no ſo- 
phiſtry of error, be able to ſeduce us; but 
guided by that light and truth which ſhines 
forth in the ſacred pages, we ſhall march on 
to that holy hill; where, having happily 
eſcaped all the dangers of that dark path which 
we now tread, we ſhall greet the dawning of 
an everlaſting day, the ariſing of a day ſtar 
which ſhall go down no more. Amen! 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


A Sketch of the Arguments, by which 
the Inſpiration of the Old Teſtament 
may be proved in the eaſieſt method, 


and by the moſt ſolid and convincing 
evidence. 


JF the proof of the inſpiration of the Old 
Teſtament be deduced in its full compaſs 
from its firſt principles, we muſt have recourſe 
to a method, very nearly reſembling that which 
is taken in the three ſermons referred to above, 
for proving the authority of the New ; that is, 
we muſt firſt prove, That the books are ge- 
nuine ; and then, 'That the hiſtory which they 
contain is credible : from which premiſes the 
infpiration of the Old Teſtament may eaſily 
be inferred, by a train of arguments ſimilar 
to that which we have purſued in the diſſer- 
tation 'above. 

For proving the genuineneſs of the books, | 
ſhould think it proper briefly to ſhew, (what! 
think 


__ 


ink 
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think hardly any will be ſo ignorant and 
confident as to deny,) That the Jewiſh reli- 
gion is of conſiderable antiquity, and was 


founded by Moſes about fifteen hundred years 


before Chriſt's time : and farther, —That the 
Jews, before and at the time of Chriſt, had 
books among them bearing the titles of thoſe 
which make up what we proteſtants call the 
canonical books of the Old Teſtament : 
And that theſe books, then received in the 


Jewiſh church, were the genuine works of 


the perſons to whom they were reſpectively 
aſeribed: From hence it is eaſy farther to 
ſhew, that they have not ſuffered, and (con- 
ſidering what a guard the Jews and Chriſtians 
were upon each other,) could not ſuffer, any 
material alteration ſince; and conſequently, 
that the Old Teſtament, as now extant in the 
Hebrew' and Chaldee languages, is genuine, 
and in the main ſuch as it originally was. 

In order to prove its credibility from this 
eſtabliſhed medium, we may prepare the way, 
by ſhewing, That many material facts which 
are there recorded, are alſo mentioned by very 
antient heathen writers. — And it is yet more 

F 2 important 
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important to ſhew, as we very eaſily may, 
That there is room to go over the ſame lead- 
ing thoughts, with thofe inſiſted upon in the 
fecond of the three ſermons mentioned aboye, 
and to argue the credibility of the ſtory, from 
the certain opportunities which the writers 
had of informing themſelves as to the cer- 
tain truth of the grand facts which they aſſert, 
as having themſelves been perſonally con- 
cerned in them ; and from thoſe many marks 
of integrity and piety to be found in their 
writings, which may do as much as any thing 
of that kind can do, to obviate any ſuſpicion 
of an intention to deceive. We may here 
alſo advance farther, and demonſtrate beyond 
all contradiction, That the facts aſſerted were 
of ſuch a nature, as could not poſſibly have 
gained credit, had they been falfe: yet that 
they did gain moſt aſſured credit, of which 
the perſons receiving theſe books gave the 
moſt ſubſtantial evidence that can be ima- 
gined, by receiving, on the authority of theſe 
facts, a ſyſtem of laws, which though con- 
{idered as to be divinely ſupported they were 
admirably wiſe, yet were of ſuch a nature, 

| that 


Inſpiration of the Old Tefiament. 69 


that without ſuch an extraordinary providence 
as nothing but an aſſurance of ſuch an origi. 
nal could have warranted them to expect, 
they muſt neceſſarily have proved ruinous to 
the ſtate they were intended to regulate and 
eſtabliſh *. 

A farther and very noble evidence of the 
truth of the grand facts atteſted in the Old 
Teſtament, and of the inſpiration of a con- 
ſiderable part of it, may be drawn from the 
conſideration of thoſe numerous and various 
predictions to be found in it; ; Which refer 
to a multitude of events, ſeveral of them be- 
fore utterly unexampled, which no human 
ſagacity could poſſibly have foreſeen, and 
which nevertheleſs happened exactly accord- 
ing to thoſe predictions f. 


* The reader will eaſily imagine, I here refer eſpe- 
cially to the laws, relating to letting all the land lie 
fallow together once in ſeven years, and two years to- 
gether at every jubilee ; the deſertion of their borders 
at the three great feaſts, when all the males went up to 
the tabernacle or temple ; and the diſuſe of cavalry z to 

pmit ſome others. 


See Dr, Sykes's Conneftion, wo Foy eng 
F 3 Hing 
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Having advanced thus far, we may take up 
a ſet of arguments correſpondent to thoſe in- 
ſiſted on above, to prove from its genuineneſs 
and credibility, now ſuppoſed to be evinced, 
That the Old Teſtament was written by a 
ſuperintendent inſpiration : and this we may 
argue, not merely, or chiefly, from the tradi- 
tion to this purpoſe, ſo generally and fo early 
prevailing in the Jewiſh church, though that 
is conſiderable; nor even from thoſe very 
ſignal and glorious internal evidences of va- 
rious kinds, which every competent judge 
may eaſily ſee and feel; but from ſurveying 
the character and circumſtances of the per- 
ſons by whom the ſeveral books were written, 
in compariſon with the genius of that diſpen- 
ſation under which they lived and wrote. 
This may, in all the branches of the argu- 
ment, be proved in this way, with the greateſt 
eaſe and ſtrength, concerning Moſes, and his 
writings: and when the authority of the 
pentateuch is eſtabliſhed, that of the moſt 
material ſucceediug books ſtands in ſo eaſy 
and natural a connection with it, that I think 
few have been found, at leaſt ſince the con- 


troverſy 
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troverſy between the Jews and the Samaritans, 
who have in good earneſt allowed Moſes to 
have been a meſſenger from heaven, and de- 
nied the inſpiration of the prophets, and of 
the books which we receive as written by 
them. 

But it is obvious, that the illuſtration of all 
theſe propoſitions would be the work of a 
large volume, rather than of ſuch a poſtſcript 
to a diſſertation, itſelf of ſo moderate a length. 
J have difcuſſed them all, with the moſt mate- 
rial objections which have been advanced 
againſt them, in my Theological LeQures, 
which it is my continual care to render worthy 
the acceptance of the public in due time, by 
ſuch alterations and additions as frequent re- 
views, in conjunction with what occurs to 
me in reading, conyerfation, or meditation, 
may ſuggeſt *. 

I ſhall conclude thefe hints, with the men- 
tion of one argument for the inſpiration of 


the Old Teſtament, entirely independent on all 


* Theſe have been publiſhed ſince the ern death 
in one Ml. 4to, 
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the former: which a few words may ſet in q 
convincing light, and which muſt be ſatiſ- 
factory to all who ſee the reaſonableneſs of 
acquieſcing in what I have urged above. I 
mean, —— That the inſpiration, and conſe- 
quently the genuineneſs and credibility, of 
the Old Teſtament; may. be certainly inferred 
from that of the New *: Becauſe our Lord 

and 


It may be objeQted to this, that the authority of the 
New Teſtament, as ſtated in the ſermons referred to, 
and in moſt other defences of chriſtianity, is in part 
Proved from the prophecies of the Old; fo that the 
argument here urged would be circular. To which 1 
would anſwer, (1.) That if we were to take this me- 
dium alone, we muſt indeed ſubtract from the proof of 
chriſtianity all that branch of its evidence which grows 
from prophecies in the Old Teſtament z and then, all 
that ariſes from miracles, internal arguments, and the 
wonderful events which have followed its firſt pro» 
mulgation, would ſtand in their full force, firſt to de- 
monſtrate (I think, to high ſatisfaction) the divine ori- 
ginal of the New Teſtament, and then to prove the au- 
thority of the Old. (2 ) That moſt of the enemies of 


the Moſaick and Chriſtian revelations do nevertheleſs. 


own thoſe which we call the prophetical books of the 
Old Teſtament to be more aatient than the New: and 


on 
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and his apoſtles were ſo far from charging the 8 
ſcribes and phariſees, (who on all proper oc- 
caſions are cenſured ſo freely,) with having 
introduced into the ſacred volume any merely 
human compoſitions ; that on the contrary, 
they not only recommend a diligent and con- 
ſtant peruſal of theſe ſcriptures, as of the great- 
eſt importance to men's eternal happineſs ; but 
ſpeak of them as divine oracles, and as writ- 
ten by the extraordinary influence of the Holy 
Spirit upon the minds of the authors. 

I defire, that the following liſt of ſcriptures 
may be attentively conſulted, and reflected on, 
in this view. I might have added a great 
many more, indeed ſeveral hundreds, in which 
the ſacred writers of the New Teſtament ar- 


on this foundation alone, without firſt taking for granted, 
that they are either inſpired or genuine, we derrve an 
argument for chriſtianity, from their mere exiſtence z 
and then may argue backward, that they were divinely 
inſpired, and therefore genuine ; and ſo by a farther 
conſequence, may infer ſrom them the divine autho- 
nty of the Moſaick religion, which they ſo evidently 
atteſt ; which is an argument ſomething diſtin from 
the teſtimony of the authors of the New Teſtament, 
but important enough to deſerve a mention, 


gue 
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gue from thoſe of the Old, in ſuch a manner, od 
as nothing could have juſtified, but a firm per. 
ſuaſion that they were divinely inſpired. Noy 
as the Jews always allowed, “ that the teſt. 
« mony of an approved prophet was ſufficient N iure 
&« to confirm the miſſion'of one who was ſup. I 
c ported by it;“ ſo I think every reaſonable {MW " 
man will readily conclude, that no inſpire 
perſon can erroneouſly atteſt another to be ir. 
ſpired : and indeed the very definition of ple. 
nary inſpiration, as ſtated above, abſolutely e 
excludes any room for cavilling on fo plain a Wien: 
head. I throw the particular paſſages which WF": 
I chuſe to mention, into the margin below“. 


To ſave the reader the trouble, which few my 
be diſpeſed to take, of turning to theſe pa 
ſages in the bible, (as the author earneſily rt 
commends) the preſent editor has tranſcribed 
them at length. 


* 7bn v. 39. Search the ſcriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life, and they are they that teſtiy 
of me. | 

Matt. iv. 4, 7, 10. He (Jeſus) anſwered and ſad 

it is written, man ſhall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word which proceedeth out of the mouth a 


Go 
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od.—It is written again, Thou ſhalt not tempt the 
ord thy God.——lIt is written, Thou ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſgrve, 

Mark xii. 24. Jeſus anſwering ſaid to them, Do 
e not therefore err, becauſe ye know not the ſcrip- 
Ftares ? 

Luke x. 26, 27. He ſaid unto him, what is written 


IN. 

jn the law ? how readeſt thou? And he anſwering ſaid, 
(ed hou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, &c. and he faid 
; ato him, thou haſt anſwered right. 

Is 


Mat. v. 17, 18. Think not that I am come to de- 
le. troy the law and the prophets: I am not come to de- 
troy but to ſulfil them. Till heaven and earth paſs, 
dne jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the 
law. 5 
xxi. 42. Did you never read in the ſcriptures, The 
one which the builders rejected, the ſame is become 
my he head of the corner? 8 
ba. aun. 29, 31, 43. Ye do err, not knowing the 
criptures.— Have ye not read that which was ſpoken to 
you by God, ſaying, I am the God of Abraham, &c.— 
How then doth DAvip in ſpifit call him Lord? 
ov ha ons 


xxiv. 13. When ye ſhall ſee the abomination of 


* leſolation, ſpoken of by DAN IEI. the prophet. 

cli xxiv. 54, 56. But how then ſiall the ſcriptures be 
ulhlled that thus it muſt be ?—But all this was done 

* dat the ſcriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. 


Luke 
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Luke i. 67-70. Zacharias propheſied ſaying, Bly 
ſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, who hath raiſed up a 
horn of ſalvation for us, in the houſe of his ſerviy 
David, as he ſpake by the mouth of his holy prophet 
which have been ſince the world began. 

+ 31. If they hear not MosEs and the pro 


Ft &c. 
* xxiv. 25, 27. O fools and ſlow of heart to belien 


all that the prophets have ſpoken !—And beginningy 
Moss and all the prophets, he expounded unto then 
in all the ſcriptures the things concerning himſelf, 
Fon x. 235. If he called them gods unto whom th 
word of God came, and the ſcripture cannot * 
broken—— 

Acls ii. 16, 25. This is that which was ſpoken h. 

the prophet Joe L,—lt ſhall come to paſs in the lf 
days, ſaith God, I will pour out of my Spirit, &. 
For Davio ſpeaketh concerning him, I foreſaw the 
Lord always before me, &c. 
iii. 22, 24. MosEs truly ſaid unto the father, 
a prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up of your 
brethren like unto me, &c,—Yea and all the prophet 
from SAMUEL and thoſe that follow after, as many a 
have ſpoken, have likewiſe foretold of theſe days. 
iv. 25. Who by the mouth of thy ſervant David 
haſt ſaid, Why did the heathen rage ? &c. 
" xvii. 2. They received the word with all readine 
of mind, and ſearched the ſcriptures _—_ whethet 
theſe things were ſo, 


xvi 
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Afts xviii. 24, 28. Apollos— mighty in the ſerip- 
ures—He mightily convinced the Jews—fhewing by 
the ſcriptures that Jeſus was Chriſt, 

xxviii. 25, Well ſpake the Holy Ghoſt by ini 
the prophet, unto our fathers, ſaying: 

Rom. iii. 2, 10. Unto them | the Jews] were com- 
mitted the oracles of God.—As it is written, There is 
ing none righteous, no not one. 
then ix. 25, 27, 29. As he ſaith alſo in OsEE [ Hoſea] 
. 1 will call them my people which were not, &c. 
n tie WF £54145 allo crieth concerning Iſrael, though the num- 
t ber, &c.— And as Es AIAs ſaid before, except the 

Lord of hoſts, &c. 
n by x. 5, 11, 16. Mosts deſcribeth the righteouſneſs 
1 which is of the law, That the man which doeth theſe 
o_ things ſhall live by them.—PFor the ſcripture ſaith, 
Whoſoever believeth on him ſhall not be aſhamed.— 
ESA1As faith, Lord who hath believed our report? 

xv. 4. Whatſoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, that we through pa- 
tience and comfort of the ſcriptures might have hope. 

xvi. 26, But now is made manifeſt, and by the 
ſcriptures of the prophets according to the command» 
ment of the everlalling God, made known unto all 
nations, 

1 Cor. x. 11. Now all theſe. things happened unto 
them {the ancient Jews] for enſampl:s, and they are 
writtea for our admonition, 


2 Cr. 


— ET 33 
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2 Cr. iv. 13. We having the ſame ſpirit of fat 
according as it is written, I believed therefore hay 
ſpoken, we alſo believe and therefore ſpeak. 

vi. 16. 17. Ye are the temple of the living Gol = 
as God hath ſaid, I will dwell in them, &c. wherefor 
come out from among them—ſaith the Lord, &, 

Gal. iii. 8. The ſcripture foreſecing that God vol 
Juſtify the heathen through faith, preached before th 


goſpel unto ABRAHAM ſaying, In thee ſhall all nation 
be bleſſed, 


1 Tim. v. 18. For the ſcripture ſaith, Thou ſha : 
of x 

not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn, * 
2 Tim. iii. 13, 16. From a child thou haſt know 8) 


the holy ſcriptures, &c.— All ſcripture is given by is 
ſpiration of God, and is profitable for dottrine, &e, 
Heb. 1.1, 5—13. God who at ſundry times and it 
divers manners ſpake in time paſt unto the fathers by 
the prophets. —Unto which of the angels ſaith he at 20 
time, Thou art my ſon ?—Agpain, I will be to him! 
father, &c. &c. But unto the Son he ſaith, Thy throne 
O God is for ever and ever: a ſceptre of righteoul- 
nels, &c. x 
iii. 7. As the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, To day if ye will 
hear his voice. 
James ii. 8. If ye fulfil the royal law, according to 
the ſcripture, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour, &c. 
iv. 5, 6. Do ye think that the ſcripture ſaith i 
vain, The ſpirit that dwelleth in us luſteth to envy} 
| He 
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e giveth more grace, wherefore he ſaith, God reſiſt- 
th the proud, &c. | Dh 
1 Pet. i. 10—12. Of which ſalvation the prophets 
have enquired—who propheſied of the grace that ſhould 
ome unto you ; ſearching what, or what manner of 
ime the ſpirit of Chriſt which was in them did ſig- 
nify, when it teſtified before hand the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould follow, unto whom 
it was revealed—that unto us they did miniſter the 
things which are now reported unto you, &c. 

2 Pet. i. 19—21. We have allo a more ſure word 
* of prophecy, whereunto ye do well to take heed—— 
for the prophecy came not in old time by the will of 


man ; but holy men of God ſpake as they were moved 
dy the Holy Ghoſt, 


THE END. 


